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Gelcoat Kit User Guide

Items Supplied In The Kit:
Gelcoat resin

Catalyst
Safety Issues

The chemical used in gelcoat (polyester resin) systems are not very nice at all. They are harmful to your health and the environment.

· Goggles must be worn when handling the chemicals.

· Gloves must be worn. There are occasions when it is not possible to use gloves in these cases you must use barrier cream.

· Always read the label before you pour out any gel coat.

Gelcoat Resin

· Gelcoat requires 2-4% catalyst by weight to go off.
· Adding the catalyst (MEKP) makes the styrene in the resin leave and thus makes the resin go hard.
· Gelcoat has been designed to be put into a mould and laminated on top of. So when gelcoat goes off, the top surface remains sticky. This allows the laminate to bond to it. You can leave the gelcoat for a couple of days and it will go off, or sand off the top layer.
How To Use Gelcoat Systems

· The chemical reaction happens faster the hotter the material is, so on a hot day it will go off faster (15-30 minutes) than on a cold day (1-2 hours). On cold days heat will need to be applied to the gelcoat to make it go off. This can be just the heat from your hands holding the cup with the gelcoat in prior to adding the catalyst.
· Pour the amount of gelcoat you require into a mixing pot, warm the gelcoat if necessary.
· Take care in mixing in the catalyst (2-4%). Stir it gently and make sure you have mixed it thoroughly, around the bottom and edges. Any gelcoat without catalyst will not go off.
· Apply the gelcoat to the area you are repairing.
· Be careful with the unused gelcoat as the pot can get very hot or catch fire. So keep an eye on the pot while it goes off!
If you have any questions please get in contact with us at spares@rssailng.com
